Lesson Plan

Lesson: Everyday Inferring
	Book Citation 
	Michael’s Golden Rules by Deloris Jordan with Roslyn M. Jordan.

	Grade Band
	 Grades 4-6

	Approximate length of time to teach the lesson
	Two or three, 40-60 minute sessions; preferably on consecutive days



	Overview of lesson
	(first lessons in a series of lessons on theme of critical literacy and the genre of historical fiction)

This lesson is designed as a beginning lesson in helping students understand critical literacy.  Once students understand critical literacy, they can more fully comprehend how texts influence our worldview.   It is recommended that students complete these introductory lessons on inferring prior to beginning any research projects which require extensive reading.  In these first two lessons, students will discover that they already make inferences everyday, and then they will transfer that knowledge to inferring in a text.  Students will also learn how to clarify between a prediction and an inference, as well as how our prior knowledge or schema affects our inferences.  



	Type of Reading
	· Read aloud as a class, showing pictures.  Teacher models inferring, then students and teacher infer together, and finally, students infer independently from the reading.

	Learning Objectives
	1. Students will be able to infer emotions and feelings through observing others.

2. Students will be able to explain their inferences (that is, what evidence and prior knowledge prompted them to come to that inference) using a chart.

3. Students will be able to explain how two people can infer two different things from the same evidence.

4. Students will be able to make inferences using text.

	Washington State Standards Addressed
	READING

2.1.5 Apply comprehension monitoring strategies before, during and after reading: predict and infer from grade level text.

2.2.3 Understand and analyze story elements.
COMMUNICATION

1.1 Uses listening and observation skills and strategies to focus attention and interpret information.



	Materials required
	· Making Inferences worksheet (see below)
· The Final Shot excerpt (see below)
· Michael’s Golden Rules, Deloris Jordan with Roslyn M. Jordan.

· Document camera or large butcher paper with Making Inferences chart

· Appropriate writing devices

· Large t-chart of “Predictions vs. Inferences”

· Student Reflection Journals or paper

*Suggested: Non-fiction reading books that deal with historical milestones (Civil War, Revolutionary War, World Wars, Civil Rights movement, etc) for background knowledge.  I found plenty for 4th and 5th grade reading groups!


	Instructional plan
	Session One: Everyday Inferring
 Opener: Begin by asking students to clear off their desks except for a pencil. Choose one student (who can handle being singled out!) and stare at them, frowning, arms crossed. Be pointed.  When everyone notices the way you are treating the student, ask that student, “what do you think I’m feeling right now?” Allow them to answer and then open it up to the class, asking what they think you’re feeling, still keeping the same body language you had before.  Ask HOW they are coming up with their ideas.  Once students have had time to give responses, relax and thank the student for being a great sport in helping illustrate today’s lesson.

Lesson steps:

1. Explain to students the day’s objectives: to identify ways we infer everyday and how we come up with those inferences.  

2. Define the term “inference” as a class.  (One kid-friendly definition: An inference is when we combine evidence with what we know to come to a conclusion. 

3. Go through a series of obvious body language examples (happy, sad, excited, scared, etc) and have students take turns inferring your emotions and feelings. Make sure they explain the evidence behind their inference and their prior experience with it.

4. Pass out “Making Inferences” worksheet and explain how it works.. Use an example from the previous step to illustrate how the chart works.  Do more example(s) until students are fluent in using the chart. 

5. Read The Final Shot aloud and have students write down their inferences on their own papers.  Do a 2-minute partner share, then a class share.  Talk about differences in inferences due to people’s different schema.  Discuss if inferences can be “wrong,” and what makes one reasonable.

6. Ask students to brainstorm how inferring is helpful in their everyday lives. Share with the class or a partner.

7. Conduct an example(s) where you say the same words twice, using different voice inflection. Discuss and put the examples onto the chart. (NOTE: Humor and intonation can be some of the last aspects of interpersonal communication skills mastered by some students, especially ELL students.  Suggestion: Do a teacher demo of the skill, but do not focus on it as something to put on the chart. )
8. Put students into pairs and instruct them to take turns expressing an emotion or feeling to their partner, with the partner making an inference and writing down the inference on the Making Inferences chart.  Tell them to complete at least two each.  

9. Gather the entire class together and have students come up and share some of the responses on their chart, with the partner displaying the same emotions as before.  Have the class respond if there are other things they inferred from the same evidence set.  

10. If time allows, you can also do small group skits where they act out a situation and the class discusses any inferences they made from the skit. 

11. Close by recapping how the day’s objectives were met.  Students turn in charts for teacher to review and assess understanding. 

Session 2: Inferring from a Text
Opener: Begin by asking students to partner share what they think an inference is, and how one goes about making an inference.  Allow some students to share with the rest of the class.

Lesson steps:
1. Tell students the objective: using a text to make inferences.  Encourage students by pointing out how they all did well yesterday while inferring people’s emotions and feelings from body language and voices—they’re already experts at making inferences! Tell them we’re going to take things a step further and infer from books, something we also already do and don’t realize it most of the time.  

2. Explain that today we’re going to make inferences that aren’t just about emotions and feelings, but can be about anything.  Give a couple examples.

3. Have students draw a new Making Inferences chart in their reading journals.  

4. Get out Michael’s Golden Rules and allow students to make inferences about what they think the book will be about on their Making Inferences chart. Discuss as a class. 

5. Invite students to differentiate between inferences and predictions (sometimes this will naturally come up in the prior discussion).  One easy way to remember the difference is that predictions are always about the future, while inferences refer to “right now.”  

6. Create a T-chart labeled “Prediction vs. Inference.”  Invite the class to come up with criteria for each one.  Refer to books that are currently being read in class if possible.

7. Read Michael’s Golden Rules aloud, stopping at certain points to have students make inferences on their Making Inferences charts. Begin by demonstrating how to make inferences, then do some together as a class with partner and class sharing. By the end students should be writing inferences on their own. Use the “Prediction vs. Inference chart” to verify that the inferences match the criteria.    Allow some students to share personal inferences at the end.  

8. Give students an additional short text to practice the skill of inferring with a partner or small group.  Allow time for sharing inferences with the class. (Note: You may wish to stop after this step and have the students continue step 10 on the following day).  

9. Have students take out their guided reading books (or individual chapter books) and use a certain part of one to demonstrate how to make inferences in a chapter book.  Students should fill in their charts with the teacher.  Then, instruct students to continue reading and try to add 3-5 new inferences to their reading journals charts.  Give students reading and inferring time.  

10.  Collect reading journals to assess charts.



	Assessment
	1. Teacher will listen for verbal responses and look at written responses for reasonable inferences.

2. Teacher will listen for verbal responses and look at written responses on the chart to verify correctly identified evidence and prior knowledge.

3. Teacher will listen for verbal responses during class discussion and look at written work for explanations which include reference to people’s varying prior knowledge.

4. Teacher will listen for verbal responses and look at written work for correct identification of evidence and prior knowledge which lead to a reasonable inference.

	Extensions
	· Read through books familiar to most of the students in the class, and stop to take note of inferences.  Discuss how the inferences affect the reading of the stories.
· Students brainstorm ways that they have made inferences in the past and discuss or write about the way the inference affected the situation.

· Examine ads in magazines or television commercials and draw inferences from them. Discuss the messages they send and how they send them.


The Final Shot

by Kathe Overland

A shrill whistle from the referee sounded just as the timer buzzed the end of the championship game.  A final penalty shot would now determine which team won, since the score was tied.  The normally-noisy crowd hushed as the player prepared to shoot.  Heart pounding and sweating profusely, shaky hands began to raise the ball.  Drawing a deep breath, the ball was poised and the player envisioned the ball sailing cleanly into the hoop.  Time seemed to stand still as everyone waited to see what would happen.  Then, with a sudden upward thrust the ball flew into the air.  The player’s eyes shut and the crowd held its breath as the ball sealed the fate of both teams.  Tears began to run down the player’s face as the crowd became loud once again, acknowledging the winning team.  
Making Inferences Chart

Name:_______________________________

	Evidence

(what you see, hear, read, etc)
	Schema

(prior knowledge or experience related to the evidence)
	Inference

(Your conclusion after combining the evidence and scheme)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


